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Contact Information 
Dr. Stacy Fahrenthold 
Office: 118H Bizzini Hall 
Office Hours: Wednesdays and Fridays 12:30-2:00pm or by appointment 
Email: sfahrenthold@csustan.edu 
 
Course Description 
This course covers the modern history of the Assyrian communities, with a special emphasis on 
Assyrians in diaspora. Students will examine the Assyrians in context with other ethnic and 
religious minorities in the region and will analyze how “minoritization” transformed into a 
modern politics begetting exile, mass displacement, and diaspora after WWI. Writing the social 
histories of Assyrian communities in diaspora in the 20th-21st centuries will be this course’s 
major focus, and students will perform group projects designed to produce impactful, 
compassionate histories in collaboration with the Sarguis Modern Assyrian Heritage collection at 
Stanislaus State. As a research seminar, students will produce both a digital exhibit on Assyrians 
abroad and a research paper on select themes in Assyrian studies. Students will also be eligible to 
compete for the Sarguis Fellowship for new research in modern Assyrian heritage.  
 
Prerequisites: six units of college-level history or consent of the instructor. 
 
Course Learning Objectives  

1. Locate primary and secondary sources relevant to an original research project.   
2. Situate primary source documents within their appropriate historical context.  
3. Situate secondary source arguments within their appropriate historiographical context.  
4. Analyze and synthesize primary and secondary sources to produce an original written 

argument. 
 
Required Course Texts 

1) Becker, Adam. Revival and Awakening: American Evangelical Missionaries in Iran and 
the Origins of Assyrian Nationalism. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2015. 
 

2) Robson, Laura. States of Separation: Transfer, Partition, and the Making of the Modern 
Middle East. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2017. 
 

3) Donabed, Sargon George. Reforging a Forgotten History: Iraq and the Assyrians in the 
Twentieth Century. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2015. 

 



Additional required readings will be posted on our course Blackboard. Those readings are 
marked with the symbol (Bb) in the course schedule. All required readings should be completed 
before the class for which they are assigned. 
 
Course Requirements 
Assignment Due Date Percentage 
Seminar Participation  20 
Précis Paper 1 (2-3 pages) 19 February or 12 March 10 
Précis Paper 2 (2-3 pages) 12 March or April 9 10 
Group Project  30 
Project Paper (7-10 pages) 21 May 30 
Total  100 

 
Participation (20 percent of final grade) 
Regular participation in class discussion is required for this course. This grade is based on your 
demonstrated preparation of readings and contributions to class discussions in modern Assyrian 
history. You will be assessed on the quality (not quantity) of your contributions, but regular 
contribution is also expected. You should come to class having already read/taken notes on the 
day’s readings, with discussion themes or questions at-the-ready.  
 
Frequent absences will negatively impact your participation grade, and 4 or more unexcused 
absences will result in a participation grade of zero. Emergencies and extenuating circumstances 
are excused, but please contact me if you will miss multiple days in class.  
 
Critical Précis Papers (two papers at 10 percent each, 20 percent of the final grade) 
You will be responsible for preparing two brief, 2-3 pages critical essays on our assigned course 
texts. More than a book review, you will closely examine and interpret the course text in relation 
to other readings prepared during the semester. You will have three opportunities to turn in these 
essays: you will sign up for two deadlines (2/19 on Becker, 3/12 on Robson, and 4/9 on 
Donabed). An assignment sheet and rubric will be provided on Blackboard. 
 
Group Projects (30 percent of final grade) 
This is a project-learning course and students will contribute to a growing collection of research 
materials in development through the Sarguis project on modern Assyrian heritage. Projects will 
be collaborative and performed through Google Drive applications (Google Documents, Sheets, 
and Slides). The data will seed a Sarguis Project digital exhibit in modern Assyrian history to 
launch in Summer 2018. 
 
The projects are collaborative but grades are calculated on the basis of individual contributions: 
Microassignment (due 5 March):  5 points 
Contributions to Group Meetings: 5 points 
Contributions to born-digital data: 10 points 
Final Product and Presentation: 10 points  = 30 points possible 
 
This semester, we will run projects concurrently: 
 



Project 1: Assyrian Americans in 20th Century America 
Objective: map Assyrian American settlement patterns in the United States using federal census 
and National Archives and Records Administration records. Tell the story of migration, 
naturalization, and settlement an historic refugee community. 
 
Methods: mine digitally-accessible data concerning Assyrian immigrants to the United States 
through the U.S. census and NARA State Department, Bureau of Investigation, and draft records 
(accessible via subscription at fold3.com). Map this data to determine when, where, and how 
Assyrian communities emerged in the United States post-displacement. You will also work frolm 
relevant collections in the Vasche Library’s Assyrian Collection. Link: 
http://libguides.csustan.edu/c.php?g=466658&p=3191024 
 
This project is for you if: you are interested in learning how to track refugee and migrant 
populations through official archives; you enjoy collaborate combing records in digital setting 
and amassing big data; you are interested in mapping or in attendant questions about space, 
trajectories, and immigrant integration. 
 
 
Project 2: Assyrian Encounters with the Missionary Movement 
Objective: collate and interpret original materials on missionaries and Assyrians through the lens 
of “encounter.” Consider the impact of missionaries on Assyrians in the Middle East, 
connections between the mission and themes like colonialism, sectarianism, and nationalism.  
 
Method: this group will begin with papers collected in the Sayad Rare Book Collection here at 
Stanislaus State, but will expand into relevant digital collections within Vasche Library’s 
Assyrian Collection. Link: http://libguides.csustan.edu/c.php?g=466658&p=3191024 
 
This project is for you if: you are interested in cross-cultural interaction; you want to learn more 
about religious/ethnic minorities in Middle Eastern history; you enjoy doing classical archival 
research using personal papers/collections right here on campus. 
 
Project Paper (30 percent of the final grade) 
In addition to the group project, you will prepare and submit an essay detailing your findings in a 
historical narrative and analysis. This paper will be both narrative (telling a story about Assyrian 
history arranged through project themes) and analytical (building and defending a historical 
argument). Though you will work as a group preparing your data set, the project papers are to be 
written individually and you will be assessed on originality of argument. 
 
Additional Opportunities: 

1) Sarguis Fellowship Competition 
Students are encouraged (but not required) to submit brief proposals for this year’s 
Sarguis Research Fellowship in Modern Assyrian Heritage. The Sarguis Fellowship 
supports a student researcher working for more intensively (5-10 hours a week for 4 
weeks) to build on our in-class research. S/he will contribute to a larger creative project 
related to the Sarguis Collection at Vasche Library and our own digital exhibit. 

 



This year’s deadline is February 5. For details or to submit an application, please see: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QRPKv19KDvHj-F8f4hHIkvVPxpZS9VF_/view 

 
 

2) Sarguis Project Conference (planned for AY 2018-19) 
Next year, Stanislaus State will host an academic conference in modern Assyrian Studies 
in the Spring 2019 semester, bringing researchers, scholars, and students from around the 
world together to present their contributions to the field. After our semester ends, I will 
contact you with details and would encourage you to submit revised versions of your 
project paper to our conference. This conference will take place on campus and will be a 
great opportunity to present your work among world-class scholars of Assyrian history. 
More details to come.  

 
Grading Scale 
93–100 A  90–92 A-  87–89 B+  83–86 B  80–82 B-  77–79 C+ 
73–76 C  70–72 C-  67–69 D+  63–66 D  60–62 D-  0–59 F 
 
Grading Policy and Late Work 
Late work is generally not accepted for this course. However, extensions may be offered to 
students who face extenuating circumstances (severe illness, emergencies, etc) if and only if they 
request for an extension before the deadline. Otherwise, failure to remit work on time will result 
in a letter-grade penalty for each day it is late; after 3 days, the assignment will not be accepted. 
 
Course Format 
This course meets once weekly and combines a seminar (discussion-based) format with ongoing 
group projects. It is important, therefore, that you attend class regularly ready to engage your 
peers and having already prepared the day’s readings. Given our project-based format it is 
especially important that you meet your commitments to your group. We will conduct research 
together both in and beyond the classroom, and I will also regularly assess your individual 
contributions to the project throughout the term. 
 
Academic Policies and Procedures 
Classroom Protocol 
Students are required to be courteous toward one another, even in disagreement; I reserve the 
right to redirect course discussions as required. Cell phones are to be silenced during class times; 
if you must take a call or text, please leave the room to avoid distracting your peers. Do not text 
or instant message during class time.  
 
Dropping and Adding 
You are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic 
renewal, etc., found in the Stanislaus State Academic Catalog.  You should be aware of the new 
deadlines and penalties for adding and dropping classes.  
 
Academic Integrity 
Students are expected to be familiar with the University’s Academic Integrity Policy. Your own 
commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at Stanislaus State, and the 



University’s Academic Integrity Policy requires you to be honest in all your academic course 
work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the Office of Judicial Affairs. The 
policy on academic integrity and other resources related to student conduct can be found on the 
Academic Policies, Procedures, and Standards website. 
 
Americans with Disabilities Act Disability Statement 
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability or chronic illness, or if 
you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an 
appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours.  
 
Please also contact Disability Resource Services (DRS) as they are the designated department 
responsible for approving and coordinating reasonable accommodations and services for students 
with disabilities. DRS will help you understand your rights and responsibilities under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act and provide you further assistance with requesting and 
arranging accommodations.  
 
Disability Resource Services  
(209) 667-3159 
Library Room L165 
DRS@csustan.edu 
 
Important Services on Campus 
Students don’t always know that their tuition, fees, and financial aid packages include important 
and useful services here on campus. These services are generally free, always confidential, and 
are convenient for students who would like to use them. I am happy to connect you with any of 
the services listed below, no questions asked. Just see me privately if you have questions. 
 
The Stan State Warrior Food Pantry: in Housing Suite 122 for all enrolled students (just bring 
your student ID). https://www.csustan.edu/asi-usu/warrior-food-pantry 
 
The Stan State Counseling Services Center: in Vasche Library, room 185 and open to walk-ins 
(between 10am-2pm) and appointments. https://www.csustan.edu/counseling 
 
The Stan State Health Center: offers free testing, vaccinations, and free or low-cost treatment 
for illnesses. Appointments and walk-ins available. https://www.csustan.edu/health-center  
 

Course Schedule 
29 January 1st half: Introductions and syllabus 

2nd half: Lecture: who are the Assyrians? An Early Modern History 
5 February **Note: we will sign up for preferences re: Group Projects today. 

 
1st half: Lecture: Assyrians in Rival Empires: the Ottoman and Qajar Periods 
2nd half: Introducing our group projects  
 
Readings: Becker, Introduction, chapters 1-2; Aryo Makko, “The Historical 
Roots of Contemporary Controversies: National Revival and the Assyrian 



‘Concept of Unity,’” Journal of Assyrian Academic Studies 24, no. 1 (2010), 1-
28.  

12 February **Note: we will meet in Vasche Library today. 
 
1st half: Getting to know to Sarguis Modern Assyrian Heritage Collection, 
special session with Laura French (Special Collections) 
2nd half: Western Missionaries in the Middle East: Encounter and Awakening 
 
Reading: Becker, chapters 3-5; Rev. Thomas Laurie, Dr. Grant and the 
Mountain Nestorians (1853), selections. 

19 February 1st half: Missionization, Sectarianism, and Assyrian Nationalism 
2nd half: First Group Project Meetings 
 
Reading: Becker, chapters 6-8; (Bb) Ussama Makdisi, “The Modernity of 
Sectarianism in Lebanon,” MERIP Reports (1996), 23-26; (Bb) Abraham 
Yohannen, The Death of a Nation, 1916, selections. 
 
**Precis due: Becker’s Revival and Awakening 

26 February 1st half: Genocide and Displacement: Assyrian experiences of World War I 
2nd half: Digital research: amassing our archive. 
 
Reading: Robson, Introduction, chapter 1; (Bb) David Gaunt, Naures Atto, and 
Soner Barthoma, “Introduction: Contextualizing the Sayfo in the First World 
War,” Let them Not Return: Sayfo, 1-32. 
 
Microassignment: find/contextualize 1 project-worthy source in >500 words. 

5 March 1st half: Discussion: contextualizing Assyrian original sources 
2nd half: “Transfer:” the League of Nations and Assyrian refugees 
 
Reading: Robson, chapters 2-3; (Bb) “Claims of the Assyrians and Presented to 
the Paris Peace Conference, 1919,” reproduced in Joel Warda, The Flickering 
Light in Asia (n.pub, 1924), 199-202. 
 
**Microassignment due in class today. 

12 March 1st half: Diasporas and Homelands 
2nd half: Group project meetings 
 
Reading: Robson, chapter 5. 
 
**Precis due: Robson’s States of Separation 

19 March 1st half: Simele 1933: Ethnic cleansing in Iraq 
2nd half: Memoirs of Massacre: Yusuf Malek’s Betrayal 
 
Reading: Donabed, chapters 3-4; (Bb) Yusuf Malek, The British Betrayal of the 
Assyrians (1935), selections. 

26 March **Note: Author Sargon Donabed will join our class today. 



 
1st half: Discussion of Reforging a Forgotten History with the author 
2nd half: Dr. Donabed’s public lecture (details TBA) 
 
Reading: Donabed, chapters 5-6. 

9 April 1st half: “Arabization” Programs in Iraq and Displacement 1990s-Present 
2nd half: Group project meetings  
 
Reading: Donabed, chapters 7-8. 
 
**Precis due: Donabed’s Reforging a Forgotten History. 

16 April 1st half: Assyrians in America 
2nd half: Lecture: Confronting Islamophobia as Middle Eastern Christians: 
intersections and the archives 
 
Readings: (Bb) Yasmeen Hanoosh, “Fighting our Own Battles: Iraqi Chaldeans 
and the War on Terror” in Arab Detroit 9/11: Life in the Terror Decade, 126-
150; (Bb) Yoab Benjamin, “Assyrians in Middle America: a Historian and 
Demographic Study of the Chicago Assyrian Community,” Journal of Assyrian 
Academic Studies 10, no 2, 18-46; (Bb) Arianna Ishaya, “Settling into 
Diaspora: a History of Urmia Assyrians in the United States,” Journal of 
Assyrian Academic Studies (2006), 1-28. 

23 April 1st half: Assyrians Americans in Turlock and Modesto 
2nd half: check in on group projects/presentations. 
 
Reading: (Bb) Arianne Ishaya, Familiar Faces in Unfamiliar Places, selections. 

30 April Final Group Project Meetings: group work time in 103 Bizzini  
7 May Presentation of Projects 

Launching of Web projects! 
14 May Assyrian Culture in 4 dishes: class at Patogh Restaurant 

 
Readings: (Bb) TBD (on Assyrian cuisine) 

 **Project Papers due via TurnItIn on 21 May (by 5pm) 
 
 
 


