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SSCI 150T: MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES IN THE MODERN 
MIDDLE EAST  

SYLLABUS FOR MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES IN THE MIDDLE EAST (36070)   

Spring 2017 Semester History Department 
California State University, Fresno  

MidEast Migration  Prof. Stacy D. Fahrenthold  

3 Units Office: 128 Social Science Building 

Tuesdays 6:30-9:20 pm Email: sfahrenthold@csufresno.edu 

104 Social Science Building Phone: (559) 278-6237 

Website: blackboard.csufresno.edu Office Hours: M/Th 10am-12noon 

 
 

Course description: This course examines the history of mass migration, displacement, 
and statelessness in the Middle East from the eighteenth century to the present.  An 
overview of migration within and from the region, this course addresses how Middle 
Eastern states have shaped their populations through migration policy, settler 
colonization, forced resettlement, expulsion, denationalization, or international 
population exchanges. 

Migration is an inherently interdisciplinary topic and for that reason, we will approach 
our course materials with an eye for how historians, social scientists, and lawyers 
approach human mobility in the modern era. As a Social Sciences Interdisciplinary 
seminar (SSCI), this course fits into a variety of majors, minors, and certificate programs, 
including the History major, Middle East Studies minor, and the certificates in Jewish 
Studies and Victimology. If you have questions about how to apply this course to your 
program, please email me and we will start a conversation with your academic advisor.  

It is usually expected that students will spend approximately 2 hours of study time 
outside of class for every one hour in class. Since this is a 3 unit class, you should expect 
to study an average of 5 hours outside of class each week. 

Prerequisites for the course: none.  
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REQUIRED COURSE MATERIALS 

The following texts are required and are available for purchase in the campus bookstore: 

Resat Kasaba. A Moveable Empire: Ottoman Nomads, Migrants and Refugees. Seattle:  
University of Washington Press, 2009. ISBN: 9780295989488. 

Dawn Chatty. Displacement and Dispossession in the Modern Middle East. Cambridge:  
Cambridge University Press, 2010. ISBN: 9780521817929. 

Akram Fouad Khater. Inventing Home: Emigration, Gender, and the Middle Class in  
Lebanon, 1870-1920. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2001. ISBN: 
9780520227408. 

Keith David Watenpaugh. Bread from Stones: the Middle East and the Making of  
Modern Humanitarianism. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2015. ISBN: 
9780520279322. 

Additional required readings are posted on our course Blackboard site. These are marked 
with a (Bb) on the course schedule and are accessed via: http://blackboard.fresnostate.edu 

 

COURSE SPECIFICS 

Course goals: students will demonstrate in-depth knowledge of major migration flows 
within the modern Middle East. Students will be able to distinguish between major 
migration patterns (labor migration, expulsion, displacement, or ethnic cleansing), assess 
the causes and consequences of individual case studies, and think critically about 
international legal regimes governing the protection, transfer, resettlement, and rights of 
migrants in the contemporary Middle East.   

Student Learning Outcomes:  

1. Because	this	course	is	a	seminar,	students	will	demonstrate	mastery	of	major	
themes	in	migration	history	through	the	weekly	preparation	of	readings	and	regular	
oral	presentation	in	class.	

2. Students	will	compare	major	migration	and	refugee	flows	within,	from,	and	to	the	
Middle	East	in	the	modern	era	(1800-Present)	and	will	articulate	a	network-based	
understanding	of	migration	systems	both	orally	and	in	writing.	

3. Students	will	critically	assess	the	history	of	international	humanitarianism	in	the	
Middle	East	and	critique	the	successes	and	failures	of	international	interventions	as	
they	relate	to	migration	and	refugees.		

4. Students	will	be	able	to	express	complex	historical	ideas	in	writing,	producing	2,500	
words	of	prose	and	correctly	employing	social	science-based	theories	of	migration	
to	Middle	Eastern	case	studies.		
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Course requirements/assignments: 

This course has a participation grade, course journals, three essay assignments, and a 
final exam. Because we will discuss readings in depth each week, regular attendance is 
required to pass this course. Any student who misses more than two days without excuse 
will receive a zero for participation. Assignments are weighted as follows: 

 

Assignment and examination schedule 

Due Date Assignment Points/Percent 

  Course Participation 20 percent 

 Course Journals 10 percent 

 Rolling deadlines Brief Papers (2 pp each, 3 required for semester) 30 percent 

2 May Case Study Essay (5-7 pp, due May 2) 20 percent 

18 May Final Exam (short answer/essay 20 percent 

 

Course Participation: you are expected to attend all weekly sessions prepared to discuss 
the day’s assigned readings from the textbooks and from Blackboard. Regular attendance 
is very important for this course because we cover copious amounts of material. 
Absences will result in a reduced participation grade, and more than 2 unexcused 
absences will result in a participation grade of zero. If you must miss a class, please email 
me ahead of time, and make sure to collect the day’s notes from a peer. Regular, engaged 
participation in class discussions is the best way to boost this grade.  

Journals: because this course only meets once weekly, our success depends on your 
quality preparation of readings outside of class. You are expected to use these journals 
(provided) to prepare for in-class sessions. What this looks like is up to you, but typically 
students use this space for reading notes, in-class notetaking, brainstorming for papers, 
etc. You are expected to spend at least 2 pages each week preparing readings in these 
journals before coming to class. We will base in-class discussions on these prompts. 
Other than that, use them in a way that helps you study. Please bring them to every class. 
I will take up journals periodically to grade them for completion. 
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Brief Papers: (3 papers, 2 pp/500 words minimum each, rolling deadlines until 4 April): 
over the course of the semester you will prepare 3 brief synopses on the assigned 
readings. Unlike the journals, these are written in formal prose and must critically 
analyze the week’s reading in conversation with major course themes. Brief papers on 
readings are due via email on the Friday after they are assigned: if you wish to write one 
on Resat Kasaba’s a Moveable Empire, for instance, it will be due on Friday, February 3. 
Everyone MUST do the February 21 brief paper, but how you schedule the other two is 
up to you. Please examine the schedule to select your desired topics early; committing to 
a topic now preempts procrastination. Please see the Brief Paper Assignment Sheet on 
Blackboard for further details.  

Case Study Essay (5-7 pp/1250 words minimum, due May 2): the final paper for this 
course is a case study of your choosing. You will select a topic related to Middle Eastern 
migration and read one outside book (we will work together to find solid and interesting 
histories for you to read). In 5-7 pages, you will introduce and review that book in light 
of major theories, concepts, and themes related to migration. Papers must have a solid 
thesis statement and apply migration theories to their case study. We will discuss 
strategies for this paper at length in class and write in pieces during the semester. A Case 
Study Assignment Sheet will be posted on Blackboard with further details.  

Final Exam (18 May, 8:00-10:00 pm): the final exam will be short answer and essay 
format, and will be based on all lectures and readings for the semester. A Study Guide 
will be posted to Blackboard in advance. 

 

Grading policy: course grades will be calculated on the following scale: 100-90% is A; 
89-80 is B; 79-70 is C; 69-60 is D; and so forth. Participation grades will be assessed by 
the following standards: 

Outstanding: A Range 

I did all required 
readings, attended every 
session, discussed 
relevant issues, and 
engaged with the class. I 
kept regular course notes, 
and drew on these 
materials in class 
discussion. 

Good: B Range 

I did most of the 
required readings, 
came to every session, 
raised and discussed 
relevant issues most of 
the time. Engaged 
with the class.  I also 
took regular course 
notes. 

Satisfactory: C 
Range 

I did some of the 
required readings, 
came to most of 
the sessions, 
remained 
interested but 
hardly ever spoke. 
I occasionally kept 
course notes. 

Poor: D 
Range 

I came, I 
heard, but I 
did not really 
participate. I 
did not take 
course notes. 

Fail: F 
Range 

Which 
discussions? 

What are 
course notes? 
Where am I? 
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COURSE POLICIES 

Attendance and Participation: you are expected to attend all lecture sessions. Frequent 
absences will result in a reduced participation grade, and 4 or more unexcused absences 
will result in a participation grade of zero. If you must miss a class, please email me 
ahead of time, and make sure to collect the day’s notes from a peer.  

Laptops and Cellphones: laptops are allowed in the classroom on the condition that they 
are used for note-taking only. Please silence cellphones and avoid texting in class. 

Late work: late work is not accepted in this course. However, extensions and makeup 
assignments can be granted in cases of extenuating circumstances. If you have an 
emergency that precludes you from meeting a deadline, please contact me as soon as 
possible (e.g. before the deadline), and we will assess the possibility of an extension. 
Work that is late without a previously agreed-upon extension will be penalized one letter 
grade per day, and will not be accepted at all after five days.  

Classroom Conduct: The Middle East is one of the world’s most diverse places, and 
from this diversity comes an abundance of ideas, worldviews, and opinions. Sometimes 
from this abundance comes profound disagreement over how histories are constructed, 
remembered, or told. Disagreements are instructive and can teach us something, but only 
if we can debate them in a dispassionate, evidence-based way. In that spirit, all questions, 
informed opinions, and debates are welcome in this classroom on one condition: that as 
students, you must deal with one another respectfully. As your professor, I will mediate 
in-class discussions and I reserve the right to redirect debates as required. Any student 
who knowingly acts in a disrespectful manner to a peer may be dismissed for the day. 

Plagiarism Detection: The campus subscribes to Turnitin plagiarism prevention service 
through Blackboard, and you will submit written assignments to Turnitin. Student work 
will be used for plagiarism detection and for no other purpose. The student may indicate 
in writing to the instructor that he/she refuses to participate in the plagiarism detection 
process, in which case the instructor can use other electronic means to verify the 
originality of their work. Turnitin Originality Reports will be available for your viewing. 

 

UNIVERSITY POLICIES AND SERVICES  

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:  UPON IDENTIFYING THEMSELVES TO 
THE INSTRUCTOR AND THE UNIVERSITY, STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
WILL RECEIVE REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION FOR LEARNING AND 
EVALUATION. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT SERVICES TO 
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES IN THE HENRY MADDEN LIBRARY, ROOM 
1202 (278-2811). 
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Honor Code: Members of the Fresno State academic community adhere to principles of 
academic integrity and mutual respect while engaged in university work and related 
activities. You should: 

a) understand or seek clarification about expectations for academic integrity in this 
course (including no cheating, plagiarism and inappropriate collaboration) 

b) neither give nor receive unauthorized aid on examinations or other course work 
that is used by the instructor as the basis of grading. 

c) take responsibility to monitor academic dishonesty in any form and to report it to 
the instructor or other appropriate official for action. 

Cheating and Plagiarism:  Cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or 
deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one's grade or obtaining course credit; such 
acts also include assisting another student to do so. Typically, such acts occur in relation 
to examinations. However, it is the intent of this definition that the term 'cheating' not be 
limited to examination situations only, but that it include any and all actions by a student 
that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive 
means. Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating which consists of the misuse of the 
published and/or unpublished works of others by misrepresenting the material (i.e., their 
intellectual property) so used as one's own work.  Penalties for cheating and plagiarism 
range from a 0 or F on a particular assignment, through an F for the course, to expulsion 
from the university. For more information on the University's policy regarding cheating 
and plagiarism, refer to the Class Schedule (Legal Notices on Cheating and Plagiarism) 
or the University Catalog (Policies and Regulations). 

Computers:  At California State University, Fresno, computers and communications 
links to remote resources are recognized as being integral to the education experience. 
Every student is required to have his/her own computer or have other personal access to a 
workstation (including a modem and a printer) with all the recommended software. The 
minimum and recommended standards for the workstations and software, which may 
vary by academic major, are updated periodically and are available from Information 
Technology Services (http://www.fresnostate.edu/technology) or the University 
Bookstore (http://www.kennelbookstore.com). In the curriculum and class assignments, 
students are presumed to have 24-hour access to a computer workstation and the 
necessary communication links to the University's information resources. 

Copyright Policy:  Copyright laws and fair use policies protect the rights of those who 
have produced the material. The copy in this course has been provided for private study, 
scholarship, or research. Other uses may require permission from the copyright holder. 
The user of this work is responsible for adhering to copyright law of the U.S. (Title 17, 
U.S. Code). To familiarize yourself with copyright and fair use policies, the University 
encourages you to visit its Copyright Page https:/library.fresnostate.edu/info/copyright-
policy Blackboard course web sites contain material protected by copyrights held by the 
instructor, other individuals or institutions. Such material is used for educational purposes 
in accord with copyright law and/or with permission given by the owners of the original 
material. The instructor assumes no responsibility for individuals who improperly use 
copyrighted material placed on the web site. 
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For free tutoring on campus, contact the Learning Center 
(http://fresnostate.edu/studentaffairs/lrc) in the basement level of the Henry Madden 
Library. You can reach them by phone at 559.278.3052. 

 

TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE 

Note: This syllabus/schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating 
circumstances.  

 Date Topic Reading Assignment 

1 Tue., Jan 
17 

Migrants and Refugees: 
definitions and their problems  

“From the Editor” Middle East 
Report no. 278 (2016): 
http://www.merip.org/mer/mer278/
editor 

2 Tue., Jan 
24 

Imperial Expansion: When 
Empires manage migration 

Kasaba, a Moveable Empire, 1-83. 

3 Tue., Jan 
31 

Nomads: When does Migration 
become a problem? 

Kasaba, a Moveable Empire, 84-
140. 

 Fri Feb 3 
(Optional) 

Laura Robson Talk: “War, 
Peace, and the Making of 
Minorities in the Post-Ottoman 
Middle East,” Smittcamp Alumni 
House 7:30 pm  

(Bb) Laura Robson, Minorities in 
the Modern Arab World, 
selections. 

4 Tue., Feb 
7 

Diaspora: The Syrian/Lebanese 
Mahjar in the Americas 

Khater, Inventing Home, 1-107. 

5 Tue., Feb 
14 

Return Migration: when 
sojourners return home 
(Lebanon) 

Khater, Inventing Home, 108-191; 
(Bb) Rania Maktabi, “The 
Lebanese Census of 1932 
Revisited: Who Are the 
Lebanese?” British Journal of 
Middle East Studies 26, no. 2 
(1999), 219-241. 

6 Tue., Feb 
21 

NO CLASS.  

**Mandatory Brief Paper: Race 
and Arab American history 

(Bb) Sarah Gualtieri, Between 
Arab and White: Race and 
Ethnicity in the Early Syrian 
American Diaspora, selections.  
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 Fri., Feb 
24 

 Brief Paper on Gualtieri DUE via 
email 

7 Tue., Feb 
28 

Expulsion: genocide by 
migration and the Ottoman 
Armenians 

**Discussing case study essay 
assignment in class today. 

Chatty, Displacement and 
Dispossession, 134-179; (Bb) Fuat 
Dundar, “Pouring a People into the 
Desert,” in A Question of 
Genocide: Armenians and Turks at 
the End of the Ottoman Empire, 
276-284. 

8 Tue., Mar 
7 

Transfer: Forced migration as 
managed by international 
diplomacy 

(Bb) Bruce Clark, Twice a 
Stranger: the Mass Expulsions that 
Forged Modern Greece and 
Turkey, selections. 

9 Tue., Mar 
14 

Ethnic Cleansing: migration in 
service to nationalism and 1948 
in Palestine/Israel 

**Informal case study topic 
proposals today. 

(Bb) Shira Robinson, Citizen 
Strangers: Palestinians and the 
Birth of Israel’s Liberal Settler 
State, 68-113; (Bb) Orit Bashkin, 
New Babylonians: a History of 
Jews in Modern Iraq, 183-240. 

10 Tue., Mar 
21 

Statelessness: Documentary 
Regimes and Refugees 
(Palestinians and Kurds) 

Chatty, Displacement and 
Dispossession, 180-278. 

11 Tue., Mar 
28 

Humanitarianism: a permanent 
feature in modern displacement 

**First update on case studies. 

Watenpaugh, Bread from Stones, 
1-123. 

12 Tue., Apr 
4 

Refugee Day! Keith Watenpaugh 
talk, “Bread from Stones: The 
Middle East and the Making of 
Modern Humanitarianism 

Watenpaugh, Bread from Stones, 
124-201. 

 Fri. Apr 7 Final deadline for brief papers!  

 Tue., Apr 
11 

Spring Break  

13 Tue., Apr 
18 

Human Rights: critiquing the 
unimpeachable  

**Second update on case 
studies. 

(Bb) EITHER Human Rights 
Watch, “Prisoners of the Past: 
Kuwaiti Bidun and the Problem of 
Statelessness,” (2011), 63 pp. OR 
Human Rights Watch, “Stateless 
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Again: Palestinian-Origin 
Jordanians Deprived of their 
Nationality,” (2010), 60 pp. 

14 Tue., Apr 
25 

Guest Work: labor migration and 
its discontents (the Gulf) 

**Final update on case studies. 

None (devote this time to your 
case studies!) 

15 Tue., May 
2 

Displaced by Conflict I: 
Contemporary Iraq 

**Informal presentation of case 
studies. 

Case Studies due in class! 

(Bb) tbd. 

16 Tue., May 
9 

Displaced by Conflict II: Syria 
and its Refugees 

(Bb) tbd. 

Finals week Days Dates 

Final Exam Preparation & Faculty Consultation 
Days:  

Thursday and 
Friday  

May 11 – 12  

Final Semester Examinations  Monday – 
Thursday  

May 15 – 18  

Final Exam in this course  Thursday, May 18 8:00 – 10:00 
pm 

 

 


