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HIST 109T: WORLD WAR I IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH 
AFRICA 

SYLLABUS FOR WORLD WAR I IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA 

(36064)   

Spring 2017 Semester Department of History 
California State University, Fresno  

WW1 in the Middle East/North Africa  Dr. Stacy D. Fahrenthold  

3 Units Office: 128 Social Science Building  

Mondays/Wednesdays 4:00-5:15 pm E-Mail: sfahrenthold@csufresno.edu 

104 Social Science Building Telephone: 559-278-6237 

Websites: blackboard.fresnostate.edu 
and ottomanwwi.wordpress.com 

Office Hours: M/Th 10am-12noon 

 
Course description: This course examines the war from the perspective of the Ottoman 
Empire, from the Young Turk Revolution of 1908 through the establishment of the 
Turkish Republic in 1923. Students focus on the war as lived experience in the Middle 
East and North Africa: what did total mobilization take on local society? How did 
wartime crises - famine, genocide, military occupation, colonialism - create or constrain 
opportunities for nationalism and political protest? 

It is usually expected that students will spend approximately 2 hours of study time 
outside of class for every one hour in class. Since this is a 3 unit class, you should expect 
to study an average of 5 hours outside of class each week. 

Prerequisites for the course: none.  

REQUIRED COURSE MATERIALS 

The following texts are required and are available for purchase in the campus bookstore: 

Eugene Rogan, The Fall of the Ottomans: the Great War in the Middle East (New York:  
Basic Books, 2015). ISBN: 978-0-465-02307-3 

Leila Tarazi Fawaz, A Land of Aching Hearts: the Middle East in the Great War  
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2014). ISBN: 978-0-674-73549-1 

Salim Tamari, Year of the Locust: a Soldier’s Diary and the Erasure of Palestine’s  
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Ottoman Past (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2011). ISBN: 978-0-520-
25955-3. 

Fathiye Cetin, My Grandmother: an Armenian-Turkish Memoir. (New York: Verso,  
2012). ISBN: 978-1-84467-867-9. 

Additional required readings are posted on our course Blackboard site. These are marked 
with a (Bb) on the course schedule and are accessed via: http://blackboard.fresnostate.edu 

 

COURSE SPECIFICS 

Course goals: students will demonstrate in-depth knowledge of the experience of the 
First World War in the Middle East, the disintegration of the Ottoman Empire, and the 
rise of modern nation-states in the region. Students will examine the conflict from 
primary sources, memoirs, images, and maps in addition to course texts, and produce 
2,000 words of interpretive prose on these materials. Students will think critically about 
the press and its agenda during times of conflict, and will contribute to a digital group 
project live-reporting the war on World War Alla Turca. 

Student Learning Outcomes: 

1. Because	this	course	is	an	upper-division	hybrid	(lecture/discussion)	course,	
students	shall	demonstrate	mastery	of	major	themes	in	the	history	of	World	War	I	
through	regular	classroom	discussion.	

2. Students	shall	analyze	and	critique	primary	source	data	including	propaganda,	the	
press,	memoirs,	images,	and	maps	and	shall	demonstrate	interpretative	literacy	
both	orally	and	in	writing.	

3. Students	shall	be	able	to	express	complex	historical	ideas	in	writing,	producing	
2,000	words	of	interpretative	prose,	correctly	employing	historical	evidence	and	
contextualizing	primary	sources.	

4. Students	shall	collaborate	on	the	presentation	of	historical	interpretation	in	digital	
form	by	developing	content	for	World	War	Alla	Turca.	

Course requirements/assignments: This course has a participation grade, three writing 
assignments, and a final exam. Because this course has both lecture and discussion 
components, regular attendance is required to pass this course. Any student who misses 
more than four days without excuse will receive a zero for participation. Assignments are 
weighted as follows: 

Assignment and examination schedule 

Due 
Date 

Assignment Points/Percent 

 Rolling  World War Alla Turca reportage #1 (500 words)  20 percent 
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Due 
Date 

Assignment Points/Percent 

Rolling World War Alla Turca reportage #2 (500 words) 20 percent 

 8 May Term Paper: Memoir as Historical Narrative 
(1250 words/5pp minimum) 

30 percent 

17 May Final Exam 20 percent 

 Participation 10 percent  

 

Course Participation: you are expected to attend all sessions prepared to discuss the 
day’s assigned readings from the textbooks and from Blackboard. Regular attendance is 
very important for this course because we will have regular in-depth class discussions. 
Absences will result in a reduced participation grade, and more than 4 unexcused 
absences will result in a participation grade of zero. If you must miss a class, please email 
me ahead of time, and make sure to collect the day’s notes from a peer. Regular, engaged 
participation in class discussions is the best way to boost this grade.  

World War Alla Turca reportage (2 submissions of 500 words each, rolling deadlines): 
for this exercise you will contribute to our class blog reporting the events of the First 
World War in the Ottoman Empire in “real time,” using primary sources you find and 
analyze in Madden Library.  

World War Alla Turca is at this domain: https://ottomanwwi.wordpress.com/ 

We will walk through the process of finding primary sources, historically contextualizing 
them, and uploaded our work onto the blog together.   

Term Paper: Memoir as a Historical Document (1250 words/5 pp minimum, due 8 
May): this paper will be an analysis of Fethiye Cetin’s family memoir, My Grandmother: 
an Armenian-Turkish Memoir. We will spend a portion of this course discussing the role 
of memory in history, and for this paper assignment, you will read Cetin’s memoir deeply 
and prepare an analytical book review relating the text to relevant course material. You 
may do this through an exploration of themes and events as covered in-class. The paper 
must have a cohesive thesis statement and draw upon relevant secondary sources 
(assigned readings), properly cited using Chicago style footnotes. The paper must be in 
12 point, Times New Roman font with 1 inch margins on all side. A Paper Formatting 
Guide is posted on Blackboard for your reference.  
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Final Exam (May 17): will be short answer and essay format, covering all readings and 
lecture material for the semester. A study guide will be posted on Blackboard in advance. 

Grading policy: course grades will be calculated on the following scale: 100-90% is A; 
89-80 is B; 79-70 is C; 69-60 is D; and so forth. Participation grades will be assessed by 
the following standards: 

Outstanding: A Range 

I did all required 
readings, attended every 
session, discussed 
relevant issues, and 
engaged with the class. I 
kept regular course notes, 
and drew on these 
materials in class 
discussion. 

Good: B Range 

I did most of the 
required readings, 
came to every session, 
raised and discussed 
relevant issues most of 
the time. Engaged 
with the class.  I also 
took regular course 
notes. 

Satisfactory: C 
Range 

I did some of the 
required readings, 
came to most of 
the sessions, 
remained 
interested but 
hardly ever spoke. 
I occasionally kept 
course notes. 

Poor: D 
Range 

I came, I 
heard, but I 
did not really 
participate. I 
did not take 
course notes. 

Fail: F 
Range 

Which 
discussions? 

What are 
course notes? 
Where am I? 

  

COURSE POLICIES 

Attendance and Participation: you are expected to attend all lecture sessions. Frequent 
absences will result in a reduced participation grade, and 4 or more unexcused absences 
will result in a participation grade of zero. If you must miss a class, please email me 
ahead of time, and make sure to collect the day’s notes from a peer.  

Laptops and Cellphones: laptops are allowed in the classroom on the condition that they 
are used for note-taking only. Please silence cellphones and avoid texting in class. 

Late work: late work is not accepted in this course. However, extensions and makeup 
assignments can be granted in cases of extenuating circumstances. If you have an 
emergency that precludes you from meeting a deadline, please contact me as soon as 
possible (e.g. before the deadline), and we will assess the possibility of an extension. 
Work that is late without a previously agreed-upon extension will be penalized one letter 
grade per day, and will not be accepted at all after five days.  

Classroom Conduct: The Middle East is one of the world’s most diverse places, and 
from this diversity comes an abundance of ideas, worldviews, and opinions. Sometimes 
from this abundance comes profound disagreement over how histories are constructed, 
remembered, or told. Disagreements are instructive and can teach us something, but only 
if we can debate them in a dispassionate, evidence-based way. In that spirit, all questions, 
informed opinions, and debates are welcome in this classroom on one condition: that as 
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students, you must deal with one another respectfully. As your professor, I will mediate 
in-class discussions and I reserve the right to redirect debates as required. Any student 
who knowingly acts in a disrespectful manner to a peer may be dismissed for the day. 

Plagiarism Detection: The campus subscribes to Turnitin plagiarism prevention service 
through Blackboard, and you will submit written assignments to Turnitin. Student work 
will be used for plagiarism detection and for no other purpose. The student may indicate 
in writing to the instructor that he/she refuses to participate in the plagiarism detection 
process, in which case the instructor can use other electronic means to verify the 
originality of their work. Turnitin Originality Reports will be available for your viewing. 

 

UNIVERSITY POLICIES AND SERVICES  

Students with Disabilities:  Upon identifying themselves to the instructor and the 
university, students with disabilities will receive reasonable accommodation for learning 
and evaluation. For more information, contact Services to Students with Disabilities in 
the Henry Madden Library, Room 1202 (278-2811). 

Honor Code: Members of the Fresno State academic community adhere to principles of 
academic integrity and mutual respect while engaged in university work and related 
activities. You should: 

a) understand or seek clarification about expectations for academic integrity in this 
course (including no cheating, plagiarism and inappropriate collaboration) 

b) neither give nor receive unauthorized aid on examinations or other course work 
that is used by the instructor as the basis of grading. 

c) take responsibility to monitor academic dishonesty in any form and to report it to 
the instructor or other appropriate official for action. 

Cheating and Plagiarism:  Cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or 
deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one's grade or obtaining course credit; such 
acts also include assisting another student to do so. Typically, such acts occur in relation 
to examinations. However, it is the intent of this definition that the term 'cheating' not be 
limited to examination situations only, but that it include any and all actions by a student 
that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive 
means. Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating which consists of the misuse of the 
published and/or unpublished works of others by misrepresenting the material (i.e., their 
intellectual property) so used as one's own work.  Penalties for cheating and plagiarism 
range from a 0 or F on a particular assignment, through an F for the course, to expulsion 
from the university. For more information on the University's policy regarding cheating 
and plagiarism, refer to the Class Schedule (Legal Notices on Cheating and Plagiarism) 
or the University Catalog (Policies and Regulations). 
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Computers:  At California State University, Fresno, computers and communications 
links to remote resources are recognized as being integral to the education experience. 
Every student is required to have his/her own computer or have other personal access to a 
workstation (including a modem and a printer) with all the recommended software. The 
minimum and recommended standards for the workstations and software, which may 
vary by academic major, are updated periodically and are available from Information 
Technology Services (http://www.fresnostate.edu/technology) or the University 
Bookstore (http://www.kennelbookstore.com). In the curriculum and class assignments, 
students are presumed to have 24-hour access to a computer workstation and the 
necessary communication links to the University's information resources. 

Copyright Policy:  Copyright laws and fair use policies protect the rights of those who 
have produced the material. The copy in this course has been provided for private study, 
scholarship, or research. Other uses may require permission from the copyright holder. 
The user of this work is responsible for adhering to copyright law of the U.S. (Title 17, 
U.S. Code). To familiarize yourself with copyright and fair use policies, the University 
encourages you to visit its Copyright Page https:/library.fresnostate.edu/info/copyright-
policyhttp://libguides.csufresno.edu/copyright Blackboard course web sites contain 
material protected by copyrights held by the instructor, other individuals or institutions. 
Such material is used for educational purposes in accord with copyright law and/or with 
permission given by the owners of the original material. The instructor assumes no 
responsibility for individuals who improperly use copyrighted material on the web site. 

 
For free tutoring on campus, contact the Learning Center 
(http://fresnostate.edu/studentaffairs/lrc) in the basement level of the Henry Madden 
Library. You can reach them by phone at 559.278.3052. 
 

TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE 

Note: This syllabus/schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating 
circumstances.  

 Date Topic Reading Assignment 

 1 Wed., Jan 18 Introduction to the Course  

 2 Mon., Jan 23 The Young Turk Revolution of 
1908 

(Bb) Nader Sohrabi, “Global Waves, Local 
Actors: What the Young Turks Knew about 
Other Revolutions and Why it Mattered,” 
Comparative Studies in Society and History 
44, no. 1 (2002), 45-79. 

 3 Wed., Jan 25 The Second Constitutional Period, 
1908-1913 

Rogan Ch. 1 (pp.1-28); (Bb) Djemal Pasha, 
“The Alliance with the Syrians and All 
Arabs,” in Memories of a Turkish Statesman 
56-64. 
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 4 Mon., Jan 30 The Ottoman Decision for War: 
1914 

Rogan Ch. 2 (pp. 29-52); (Bb) Mustafa 
Aksakal, “Holy War Made in Germany? 
Ottoman Origins of the 1914 Jihad,” War in 
History 18 (2011), 184-199. 

 5 Wed., Feb 1 An Ottoman Jihad? Faith and 
Geopolitics 

(Bb) Sultan Mehmed Pasha’s Declaration of 
War; (Bb) Michelle Campos, “Between 
‘Beloved Ottomania’ and ‘the Land of 
Israel’: the Struggle over Ottomanism and 
Zionism among Palestinian Sephardi Jews, 
1908-1913,” International Journal of Middle 
East Studies 37, no. 4 (2005), 461-83. 

 *Fri., Feb 3 
(Optional) 

Speaker: Laura Robson (Portland 
State), “War, Peace, and Making 
Minorities in the Post-Ottoman 
Middle East” 

At Smittcamp Alumni House, 7:30 pm. Extra 
credit to any students who attend and write a 
500 word synopsis for World War Alla Turca 
(due Tuesday, February 7) 

 6 Mon., Feb 6 On the Battlefield: military history Rogan Ch. 4 and 5 (pp. 75-128) 

 7 Wed., Feb 8 On the Homefront: Military 
Mobilization in the Ottoman 
Empire 

Fawaz Ch. 5 (pp. 161-204). 

 8 Mon., Feb 13 Genocide: the Ottoman Armenians 
in 1915 

Rogan Ch. 7 (pp. 159-185); (Bb) Taner 
Akcam, “What Led to the Decision for 
Genocide?” A Shameful Act: The Armenian 
Genocide and the Question of Turkish 
Responsibility, 111-148. 

 9 Wed., Feb 15 Gallipoli: the Empire’s Pinnacle Rogan Ch. 8 (pp. 185-216) 

  Mon., Feb 20 HOLIDAY – President’s Day  

10 Wed., Feb 22 No class today. Library 
Assignment (see Bb for details).  

 

11 Mon., Feb 27 Famine in Syria: the “Year of the 
Locust” 

**First World War Alla Turca 
reports due 

Fawaz Ch. 3 (pp. 81-120); (Bb) Halide Edip, 
“How I Went to Syria,” House with Wisteria: 
Memoirs of a Turkey Old and New, 321-354. 

12 Wed., Mar 1 War is a Racket: Entrepreneurs 
and Profiteers 

Fawaz Ch. 4 (pp. 121-140); (Bb) Cartoons 
from Sedad Simavi, Yeni Zenginler/Les Néo-
Riches (1918) 

13 Mon., Mar 6 Faceoff in Iraq: Britain vs. the 
Ottomans 

Rogan Ch. 9 and 10 (pp. 217-275). 
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14 Wed., Mar 8 The Politics of Arabism in Syria Fawaz Ch. 7 (pp. 233-274). 

15 Mon., Mar 13 War Diaries I: Proofs and Pitfalls Tamari pp. 1-26; 91-113. 

16 Wed., Mar 15 War Diaries II: the Diary of Ihsan 
Turjman 

Tamari pp. 113-136. 

17 Mon., Mar 20 The Arab Revolt of 1916 Rogan Ch. 11 (pp. 275-309); (Bb) Sharif 
Husayn’s proclamation justifying the Arab 
Revolt (1916). 

18 Wed., Mar 22 New Revelations: the secret 
Sykes-Picot Agreements of 1916 

Rogan Ch. 13 (pp. 355-383); (Bb) text and 
map from the 1916 Sykes-Picot Agreements 

19 Mon., Mar 27 The 1917 Balfour Declaration and 
the Fate of Ottoman Palestine 

(Bb) Jonathan Schneer, “The Aescendancy of 
Chaim Weizmann,” in The Balfour 
Declaration: the Origins of the Arab-Israel 
Conflict, 303-319; (Bb) Copy of The 1917 
Balfour declaration. 

20 Wed., Mar 29 The Paris Peace Conference and 
King-Crane Commission of 1919: 
the Scramble for Recognition 

(Bb) Selection of Pamphlets second to 
President Wilson, Georges Clemenceau, and 
the Paris Peace Conference on behalf of 
various groups of Ottoman subjects; (Bb) the 
King-Crane Commission Report, selections 
(and link to Oberlin Archive) 

21 Mon., Apr 3  Egyptian Nationalism and the 
Revolution of 1919 

(Bb) Erez Manela, “President Wilson Arrives 
in Cairo” and “The 1919 Revolution,” (ch. 3 
and 7) in The Wilsonian Moment: Self-
Determination and the International Origins 
of Anticolonial Nationalism, 63-76, 141-158.  

 *Tues. Apr 4 
(Optional) 

Speaker: Keith David Watenpaugh  
(UC Davis), “Bread from Stones: 
the Middle East and Modern 
Humanitarianism” 

Location TBD, 7:30 pm. Extra credit to any 
students who attend and write a 500 word 
synopsis for World War Alla Turca.(due 
Friday, April 7). 

22 Wed., Apr 5 The Middle East. Near East Relief, 
and the Politics of International 
Humanitarianism 

(Bb) Keith David Watenpaugh, “The League 
of Nations Rescue of Armenian Genocide 
Survivors and the Making of Modern 
Humanitarianism, 1920-1927,” American 
Historical Review 115, no. 5 (2010), 363-
389; (Bb) selected Near East Relief 
pamphlets 

 Mon., Apr 10 Spring Break ***begin reading My Grandmother! 

 Wed., Apr 12 Spring Break  
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23 Mon., Apr 17 Turkish War of Independence and 
the New Turkish Republic 

TBD. 

24 Wed., Apr 19 Partition and “Transfer:” the birth 
of Modern Greece and Turkey 

(Bb) Bruce Clark, “The Road to Lausanne” 
and “Who Goes, Who Stays: the Lausanne 
Bargain” (ch. 2 and 4) in Twice a Stranger: 
the Mass Expulsions that Forged Modern 
Greece and Turkey, 42-64; 87-107. 

25 Mon., Apr 24 The French Mandates: Syria and 
Lebanon 

(Bb) Susan Pedersen, The Guardians: The 
League of Nations and the Crisis of Empire, 
chap. 5; (Bb) Quincy Wright, “The 
Bombardment of Damascus,” American 
Journal of International Law 20 (April 
1926): 263-80. 

26 Wed., Apr 26 Patriotism, Protest, and 
Philanthropic Activity in Syria’s 
Diaspora 

(Bb) Stacy Fahrenthold, “Sound Minds in 
Sound Bodies: Transnational Philanthropy 
and Political Masculinity in al-Nadi al-Homsi 
and Syrian Brazil,” International Journal of 
Middle East Studies 46, no. 2 (2014), 259-
283. 

27 Mon., May 1 The British Mandates: Iraq and 
Transjordan 

**Final World War Alla Turca 
reports due 

(Bb) Susan Pedersen, “Getting Out of Iraq—
in 1932: The League of Nations and the Road 
to Normative Statehood,” American 
Historical Review 115, no. 4 (2010), 975-
1000. 

28 Wed., May 3 The British Mandate in Palestine (Bb) The British White Papers of 1922, 
1939, etc. 

29 Mon., May 8 Remembering the War: Discussion 
of Fethiye Cetin’s My 
Grandmother: an Armenian 
Turkish Memoir 

Memoir Paper due in Class 
today 

Please bring Fethiye Cetin’s My 
Grandmother to class for discussion! 

30 Wed., May 10 The War’s Legacy: on the 
“Artificiality” of Borders in the 
Middle East 

(Bb) collection of op-eds on conflict and 
borders TBD. 

Finals week Days Dates 

Final Exam Preparation & Faculty Consultation Days:  Thursday and Friday  May 11 – 12  

Final Semester Examinations  Monday – Thursday  May 15 – 18   

Final Exam in this course  Wednesday, May 17 5:45-7:45pm 
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