
HIST 1185: Introduction to Middle Eastern History Spring 2012 Semester

Paper Assignment #2: Ibn Battuta Book Review

Due: April 3; hard-copy in class, electronic copy uploaded into TurnItIn.

Worth 20 % of final grade.

Length: 5-7 pages, double spaced (see Paper Formatting Guide on Bb for details).

Instructions

This assignment will be a critical review of Ross Dunn's Adventures of Ibn Battuta. After 

reading the text, you will write a 5 to 7 page Book Review, considering the following ideas:

– What sort of historical contexts, institutions, and cultural patterns allow Ibn Battuta to travel so 

extensively? And what about his own credentials make him so eligible for such adventures?

– How do Ibn Battuta's travels illustrate this course's main themes? What does this book tell us 

about Middle Eastern History in general? 

– What does Ibn Battuta's story tell us about the expansion and diffusion of Islam, as both a 

religion and a culture?

This assignment requires more than a simple summary of the book's main themes or a description of 

Battuta's life. As you write, take care to critically engage with the material, making comparisons 

between Battuta's experiences during his travels and what we've discussed in class. What does Battuta's 

story tell us about his world? 

How you arrange the review is quite open, as long as you illustrate a few major themes, giving them 

each a historical background and a close analysis. A couple of possible strategies include:

– Picking two or three major themes from our class, and illustrating them using material from Ibn 

Battuta's life and travels, or,

– Selecting two or three of the locations Battuta visited, and giving an in-depth analysis of his 

time there, what he did, and how these events illustrate the spread of Islamic culture in the 14th 

century.

The paper should plug in relevant historical information wherever possible, drawing from Hourani and 

our other course texts. For example, should you mention Battuta's legal training, you should  also refer 

back to Hourani's discussion of Shari'a law, the Madrassah system, etc. The very best papers will 

provide details from Battuta's life and then link them to our historical timeline, citing the secondary 

readings in the process.

Please refer to the Paper Formatting Guide of Bb for details on source citation, pagination, fonts, etc.

The rules of Academic Honesty do apply, and TurnItIn software will be used. On April 3, you will 

upload the final paper into the TurnItIn system, and then bring a hard copy to class.


