
History 306: On the Move: Migration, Displacement, and Dispossession in the Middle East 

Spring 2015 

Professor Stacy D. Fahrenthold 

Class Times: Tuesday and Thursday, 9:55-11:10 am 

Class Location: TBD 

Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:00-2:30 pm or by appointment 

Office: 605 Stetson Hall 

Email: sf5@williams.edu 

 

This course explores how patterns of human migration impacted the states and societies of the 

Middle East from the nineteenth century to the present. The course retrieves nomads, labor 

migrants, travelers, and refugees from the margins of social history and focuses on how post-

Ottoman Arab states thought about migration, how they categorized migrants, managed human 

mobility, and even compelled forced migrations. We will take special interest in how modern 

Arab nation-states shaped their populations through migration policy: how did the construction 

of new national boundaries influence ethnic, religious, and political identities? Students will 

analyze how legal paraphernalia like passports, the census, visas, and international law made the 

state a stakeholder in regulating human migration. This course incorporates discussions of major 

migrations in the region, including the Armenian Genocide, the Greek-Turkish population 

transfer, Palestinian dispossession, and Arab emigration to the Americas. Contemporary issues 

like statelessness, sectarian politics, and human trafficking will be contextualized within the 

region's experience with migration. Course readings will include historical case studies, 

participant interviews, memoirs, diasporic literature/arts, and international legal documents.  

Required Texts: the following texts are available for purchase at Water Street Books.  

- Resat Kasaba, A Moveable Empire: Ottoman Nomads, Migrants, and Refugees. 2009.  

- Akram Khater, Inventing Home: Emigration, Gender, and the Middle Class in Lebanon, 

1870-1920. 2001. 

- Dawn Chatty, Displacement and Dispossession in the Modern Middle East. 2010. 

- Pardis Mahdavi, Gridlock: Labor, Migration, and Human Trafficking in Dubai. 2011. 

- Mustafa Bayoumi, How Does it Feel to Be a Problem? Being Young and Arab in 

America. 2009. 

- Laurie Brand, Citizens Abroad: Emigration and the State in the Middle East and North 

Africa. 2008. 

- Course Packets: available at Office Services (51 Park Street) at the semester’s beginning. 

All other required readings are listed on the Course Schedule below. In addition to those in the 

Course Packet, I will place some readings on Glow2; these will be marked with an asterisk (*) in 

the Schedule. 

Recommended Reading: this course is a thematic reading seminar on Migration/Displacement 

issues in the modern Middle East. Material will be covered topically, rather than in an 
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introductory survey-style format. Students who are unfamiliar with modern Middle Eastern 

history may wish to use a reference text to get a basic contextual understanding of the events we 

discuss in class. This text is available at Sawyer Library (both in print and electronically): 

- William L. Cleveland and Martin Bunton, A History of the Modern Middle East. 5th 

Edition. Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 2013. 

Class Structure: Discussion Format 

This class is a reading intensive seminar and our in-class time will be based primarily on 

discussions of the day’s readings. On days with a scheduled student presentation, class will be 

led by the student presenters. Otherwise, I will begin class with a brief contextual presentation, 

but the class will otherwise center on participatory discussions as a group. It is therefore very 

important that you arrive in class prepared: this means 1) you will have read the day’s selections, 

2) prepared some notes/key questions regarding the day’s readings, and 3) you are ready to speak 

up as a group. Discussions will be conducted in a collaborative manner, and students are 

responsible for managing their comportment. 

Assessment and Grading Scale: 

Class Participation        30% 

In evaluating your participation, I will consider regular attendance, your demonstrated 

preparation for and engagement with in-class discussions, and your completion of the in-

class assignments. Barring exceptional circumstances, missing more than three class 

discussions will result in a failing grade in this course. Please contact me immediately to 

discuss anything that might cause you to accrue a high number of absences. 

 

Paired In-Class Presentation/Discussion Leading    10%  

Once during the semester, you will lead our class discussion session with a partner. You 

will be evaluated primarily on three tasks: 1) together you will produce and deliver a 

five-minute presentation to introduce major themes, questions, or connections between 

the day’s readings; 2) you will then lead the class discussion by introducing pertinent 

questions to get your colleagues going; and 3) together you will submit a document that 

outlines your presentation/discussion questions. I will take the depth of your materials, 

the relevance of the discussion, and your ability to work together as a team into account. 

Possible presentation dates are highlighted below; we will select dates on 12 February, so 

please consider which you would prefer as soon as possible. 

 

Reading Response Essays (3 papers, 2-3 pages each, rolling deadlines) 30% 

Over the course of the semester, you will submit 2-3 page reading responses. The goal is 

to engage deeply with the day’s readings and their relationship to major course themes, 

other assigned texts, or a particular historical moment. See the schedule for Reading 

Response Opportunities; there are six of them over the course of the semester. Your 

responses should engage at least one of the questions asked, but where you take the paper 
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from there is at your discretion (as long as it engages themes and is a close, analytical 

discussion of the day’s reading). 

The Reading Response Essays must be submitted according to these rolling deadlines: 

First Response: by 26 February. 

Second Response: by 9 April. 

Third Response: 14 May 

 

Final Paper (8-10 pages, due TBD)      30% 

This course has a Final Paper in lieu of a Final Exam. In an 8-10 page historiographical 

essay, you will select 1 book and 1 peer-reviewed article on a migration case-study of 

your choice. Your essay should analyze your selected case study using major themes, 

theories, or concepts as we’ve employed them in this course, and relate your selected 

book/article to our readings in useful, comparative ways. This essay is more than a book 

review: in addition to briefly summarizing your selected texts and justifying their 

grouping, you must relate your case study to relevant in-class readings and major 

themes/theories. The best essays will successfully integrate 2-3 major ideas about 

migration history into a discussion of their selected topic. 

I will be available during office hours and by appointment to help you select topics, 

locate readings, and build your arguments during the semester. I require that you submit 

your book/article ideas to me before drafting your essay, but you are responsible for how 

you conduct this project. I will accept final papers as early as 14 May (our last day of 

class) but will not accept any late work after the final due date (TBD). Examples of case 

studies from previous classes include: the Armenian Genocide, Syrian immigration in the 

United States, Arab/Palestinian citizens in Israel, Military Mobilization as Migration, etc. 

Further details will be posted on Glow 2 as the semester progresses.  

 

Course Schedule 

4 February (Wednesday): Introduction to the Course 

5 February (Thursday): Claiming Williams. No classes. 

10 February (Tuesday): Nomads and Migrants in the Early Modern Ottoman Empire 

 Reading: Kasaba, A Moveable Empire, 3-122. 

12 February (Thursday): Migration and the Modern Ottoman State 

 Reading: Kasaba, A Moveable Empire, 123-140. 

17 February (Tuesday): Thinking about Ottoman Migration: Theoretical Issues 

 Reading: Chatty, Displacement and Dispossession, 1-91. 



Reading Response Opportunity #1: What kinds of strategies/typologies do historians 

employ when thinking about 19th century migrations? Can any of Dawn Chatty’s ideas 

about what makes up “forced” migration be applied to the movements in Kasaba’s book? 

19 February (Thursday): Circassians, Chechans, and Forced Migration of Muslims 

Reading: Chatty, Displacement and Dispossession, 91-133; *Eugene Rogan, Frontiers of 

the State, selections. 

24 February (Tuesday): War and Migration, Part 1: Military Mobilization 

Readings: Salim Tamari, Year of the Locust: a Soldier’s Diary and the Erasure of 

Palestine’s Ottoman Past, 3-58; 91-185. 

Reading Response Opportunity #2: Consider the memoir of Ihsan Turjman in narrating 

life on the home front during WWI. Using his words, how did the experience of war lead 

to new patterns of mobility? Of displacement? Can military service (or desertion) be 

conceived as migration/mobility? 

 Presentations (2 presenters) 

26 February (Thursday): War and Migration, Part 2: the Armenian Genocide 

Readings: Chatty, Displacement and Dispossession, 134-179; selections from Ronald 

Suny, ed, a Question of Genocide: Armenians and Turks at the End of the Ottoman 

Empire, (preface, “Zeytun and the Commencement of the Armenian Genocide,” and 

“Pouring a People into the Desert,) pp. xiii-xix, 221-243, 276-284. 

Presentations (2 presenters) 

3 March (Tuesday): War and Migration, Part 3: Making an Ottoman City Greek: Population 

Transfer in Modern Salonica/Thessaloniki  

 Readings: Mark Mazower, Salonica, City of Ghosts, 275-346. 

 Presentations (2 presenters) 

5 March (Thursday): Who Gets a State? Movements for Kurdish Autonomy 

Reading: Chatty, Displacement and Dispossession, 231-278; Jordi Tejel, “Toward a 

Generational Rupture within the Kurdish Movement in Syria?” Kurdish Awakenings: 

Nation-Building in a Fragmented Homeland, 215-229. 

10 March (Tuesday): Syrian-Lebanese Emigration to the Americas 

 Readings: Khater, Inventing Home, 1-107. 

 Presentations (2 presenters) 

12 March (Thursday): Race, Ethnicity, and Nationality in Syrian America 



Readings: Sarah Gualtieri, Between Arab and White: Race and Ethnicity in the Early 

Syrian American Diaspora, 1-80; Khater “Becoming Syrian in America: a Global 

Geography of Ethnicity and Nation,” Diaspora 14, no. 2 (2005), 299-331. 

17 March (Tuesday): Back to the Mountain: Emigration, Gender, and Class in Lebanon 

Readings: Khater, Inventing Home, 108-189. 

18 March (Wednesday): Video Conference with American University of Cairo Students 

(OPTIONAL, extra credit available) 

 Topic: Race and Ethnicity in Arab American History (Gualtieri and Khater) 

19 March (Thursday): Manufacturing Majorities: The French Mandate, the Lebanese Census and 

the Counting of Emigrants 

Readings: Rania Maktabi, “The Lebanese Census of 1932 Revisited: Who Are the 

Lebanese?” British Journal of Middle East Studies 26, no. 2 (1999), 219-241. 

Reading Response Opportunity #3: Why did the French organize the Lebanese Census 

of 1932 along the lines of sect and migration status? How did counting emigrants 

promote French rule in the Levant? And what kind of problems does Mantabi argue this 

census has produced? 

 Presentations (2 presenters) 

Spring Break! No classes 21 March- 5 April 

7 April (Tuesday): Palestine, Part 1: Zionist Colonization and Palestinian Displacement 

Reading: Chatty, Displacement and Dispossession, 180-230; Michelle Campos, 

“Between Beloved Ottomania and the Land of Israel: The Struggle Over Ottomanism and 

Zionism Among Palestine’s Sephardi Jews, 1908-13,” International Journal of Middle 

East Studies 37 (2005), 461-483. 

9 April (Thursday): Palestine, Part 2: Displacement in Palestinian Literature: Returning to Haifa 

 Reading: Ghassan Kanafani, Retuning to Haifa. 

Writing Response Opportunity #4: Discuss Kanafani’s Returning to Haifa in relation 

to the lived experience of displacement/return found in Chatty chapter on Palestine. How 

do Kanafani’s protagonists narrate displacement? Who is responsible for their 

dispossession? How do they negotiate their interactions with the Israeli settlers? 

 Presentations (2 presenters) 

14 April (Tuesday): Iraqi Jews: Emigration and the Question of Israel, 1948-52 

Reading: Orit Bashkin, New Babylonians: a History of Jews in Modern Iraq, 183-240. 

16 April (Thursday): Emigration: Sending States and their Citizens Abroad, Part 1 



Reading: Laurie Brand, Citizens Abroad: Emigration and the State in the Middle East 

and North Africa, 1-132 (Morocco and Tunisia). 

21 April (Tuesday): Emigration: Sending States and their Citizens Abroad, Part 2 

Readings: Brand, Citizens Abroad, 176-216 (Jordan). 

23 April (Thursday): From the Maghreb to Marseilles: North African Pop Culture in France 

Readings: Joan Gross, David McMurray, and Ted Swedenburg, “Arab Noise and 

Ramadan Nights: Rai, Rap, and Franco-Maghrebi Identities,” Diaspora (1994), 3-39.  

28 April (Tuesday): Race, Space, and Islam in France’s Algerian Ghettoes  

Readings: Paul Silverstein, Algeria in France: Transpolitics, Race, and Nation, 17-34; 

76-150.  

29 April (Wednesday): Video Conference with American University of Cairo Students 

(OPTIONAL, extra credit available) 

 Topic: Algerians in France, Historical and Contemporary Perspectives (Silverstein) 

30 April (Thursday): Contemporary Issues, Part 1: Statelessness and Human Rights 

Readings: read EITHER Human Rights Watch, “Prisoners of the Past: Kuwaiti Bidun and 

the Problem of Statelessness,” (2011), 63 pp. OR Human Rights Watch, “Stateless Again: 

Palestinian-Origin Jordanians Deprived of their Nationality,” (2010), 60 pp. 

Please come to class prepared to present/defend the case for nationality as a human right 

in your selected case, drawing on the HRW report of your choice.  

5 May (Tuesday): Contemporary Issues, Part 2: Human Trafficking 

Readings: Mahdavi, Gridlock: Labor, Migration, and Human Trafficking in Dubai, 11-

147. 

 Presentations (2 presenters) 

Reading Response Opportunity #5: How does Pardis Mahdavi define “traffic,” and 

how does the idea influence her analysis of contemporary Dubai? What kinds of coercion 

does she lay out in her analysis? 

7 May (Thursday): Contemporary Issues, Part 2: Human Trafficking 

Readings: Mahdavi, Gridlock: Labor, Migration, and Human Trafficking in Dubai, 148-

212. 

12 May (Tuesday): Contemporary Issues, Part 3: Being Young and Arab American post-9/11 

 Readings: Beyoumi, How Does it Feel to Be a Problem?, 1-148. 

 Presentations (2 presenters) 



14 May (Thursday): Contemporary Issues, Part 3: Being Young and Arab American post-9/11 

 Readings: Beyoumi, How Does it Feel to Be a Problem?, 148-259. 

Reading Response Opportunity #6: Drawing from the words of 1 or 2 of Beyoumi’s 

participant interviewees, how did 9/11 impact everyday life within the Arab American 

community? What about the experience of “being a problem” was new? What was not? 

To address these latter questions, consider other works of Arab American history 

(particularly Khater and Gualtieri).  

Final Paper: 8-10 pages, due date TBA. 

 


