
HST 107: The Modern Middle East      Fall 2016 Semester 
 

Paper Assignment 2: Primary Source Paper 
 
Due: November 21 via email AND TurnItIn 
Weighted: 30 % of final grade. 
Length: 1500-2000 words (around 6-8 double spaced pages) 
 
Objective: select three primary sources from the period after 1914, and craft an original 
argument about them employing evidence from relevant course texts. 
 
Instructions: 
When selecting primary sources for your paper, you may draw upon those included in the 
Smith/Smith text or from the collection I’ve posted on Blackboard. Outside primary sources are 
not required for this assignment, but if you would like to use one, please see me privately. 
 
Select sources that speak to a relevant historical theme, event, or social trend in the 20th century 
Middle East. Your essay should: 
 

1)  Introduce each document and contextualize them properly (e.g. explaining who wrote 
them, when, where, and why);  

2)  Have a solid thesis statement and a single cohesive argument; 
3)  Relate the documents to a major theme, event, or Middle Eastern social trend and justify 

their grouping; 
4)  Make an original argument that ties your three documents together; 
5)  Analyze the documents’ importance to the period in question. 

 
Your argument should be supported by both your examination of the primary sources and by 
consulting secondary sources (our course texts). Both primary and secondary sources must be 
cited using footnotes in conformity with the Chicago Manual of Style (CMS). You are not 
required to use secondary materials beyond those found on the syllabus. Finally, you are 
expected to select sources distinct from those used for the first paper. No recycling! J  
 
A link to the CMS style-sheet is provided on Blackboard, for anyone who is unfamiliar with this 
format. Please see the course homepage to access this link, and email me if you have any 
questions. 
 
I will be available during office hours or one-on-one appointments as a resource to anyone who 
would like to discuss possible topics, thesis statements, or early outlines of this paper. Please feel 
free to use this resource as you begin writing. 
 
This paper is due to me via email at sfahrenthold@csufresno.edu on November 21. We will not 
have class that day. You must also upload a copy through TurnItIn just like last time. Students 
who wish to submit the paper early may do so, but late work will not be accepted.  
 
 


